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MEDIA RELEASE

Equality advocates express concerns about Whittlesea book ban plan

The Victorian Pride Lobby’s Rainbow Local Government campaign is concerned about
the stance held by a slate of candidates running in the upcoming Whittlesea City Council
elections led by Aidan McLindon, former Deputy Leader of the far-right Freedom Party.

McLindon and his group of candidates are pushing for books containing information on
sexuality to “be withdrawn” from public libraries. This blatant attempt to censor
LGBTIQA+ content has sparked outrage from equality advocates.

"Our libraries must remain safe spaces for diverse ideas and beliefs where everyone is
seen, heard, and valued," said Dr. Sean Mulcahy, co-lead of the Rainbow Local
Government campaign.

"People have the right to choose which library books they read and borrow and which
library events they attend—without interference."

This latest attack on LGBTIQA+ inclusion comes in the wake of a failed attempt by
Cumberland City Council (NSW) to impose a similar book ban.

"Parents and children should be able to enjoy a welcoming and supportive environment in
their local library—not fear censorship or exclusion," Dr. Mulcahy emphasised.

“Books help foster imagination and learning, and LGBTIQA+ books can help foster
diversity, inclusion and acceptance.

"We must fiercely oppose any attempt to ban LGBTIQA+ books from public spaces."

The candidates aligned with Mr. McLindon’s harmful agenda include:

● Richard Stockman (Bundoora)
● Edward Sukkar (Epping)
● Ursula van Bree (Ganbu Gulinj)
● Nicholas Hajichristou (Lalor)
● Rohit Taggar (Mernda)

● Maurice Abi Raed (Mill Park)
● Shashi Pal (North)
● Ross Lee (Painted Hills)
● Andrew Filippoulos (South Morang)
● Nicholas Brooks (Thomastown)
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-05-18/cumberland-council-book-ban-australian-libraries/103861418


About the Victorian Pride Lobby

The Victorian Pride Lobby is a community-based advocacy group that works towards equality,
social justice and advancing human rights for the Victorian LGBTIQA+ community. Its Rainbow
Local Government campaign aims to recruit and support LGBTIQA+ candidates and allies to
increase diversity and champion change on LGBTIQA+ issues in local government.
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